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Summary



The threat of action designed to influence the 
government or an international governmental 
organization or to intimidate the public or a 
section of the public; to advance a political, 
religious, racial, or ideological cause. For the 

purposes of this travel assistance plan, a political 
threat is extended to mean civil threats caused 
by riots, strikes, or civil commotion. 

• Sri Lanka: Anti-Government Protests 
• Madagascar - Residents' Protests
• Iran - Mahsa Amini Protests

• Russia - Military Draft Protests
• USA - Jayland Walker Protests
• Mexico - Anti Police Protests
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Terrorism means an act, including but not
limited to the use of force or violence and/or the 
threat thereof of any person or group(s) of 
persons, whether acting alone or on behalf of or 
in connection with any organization(s) or 

government(s), committed for political, religious, 
ideological or similar purposes, including the 
intention to influence any government and/or to 
put the public, or any section of the public, in 
fear.

Terrorism / Conflict

• Kyrgyzstan vs. Tajikistan - Border Clashes
• Nigeria - Deadly Boko Haram Ambush
• Ethiopia - Militants Attack

• Ukraine - Missile Attack
• Guatemala - Attempted Assisination
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Any event or force of nature that has 
catastrophic consequences and causes damage 
or the potential to cause a crisis to a CAP 
customer. This includes an avalanche, landslide, 
earthquake, flood, forest or bush fire, cyclone, 

hurricane, tornado, tsunami, volcanic eruption, 
or another similar natural event that gives rise to 
a crisis if noted and agreed by FocusPoint. 

Natural Disasters   

• Indonesia - Floods & Landslides
• Nigeria - Floods
• Iran - Floods

• Russia - Floods
• Hurricane Ian
• Mexico - Earthquake
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Civil Unrest
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Mass civil protests have plagued Sri Lanka since 
March 2022. The demonstrations started as 
small candlelight vigils in response to the 
ever-growing economic crisis, fuel shortages, 
and rising living costs. By the end of March, 
these peaceful, small protests turned into 
thousands of people demanding the resignation 
of the then President, Gotabaya Rajapaksa. The 
demonstrations, however, turned violent rather 
quickly when the police attacked the protesters 
with tear gas and water cannons. 

Protests continued throughout July, with 
approximately 50 injuries and nine arrests 
recorded when police and military forces 

destroyed protester camps and clashed with 
protesters in the Galle Face Green area in 
Colombo. 

On August 10th, the protesters left the Galle 
Face area after occupying it for more than 120 
days. They did so on order from the Court of 
Appeal. Protests are still ongoing and can be 
expected throughout the rest of the year. 
Although demonstrations are usually peaceful 
unless instigated by the police or military forces. 
Staying clear of any protests, political party 
infrastructures, mass gatherings, or 
concentration of security forces is 
recommended.

Sri Lanka: Anti-Government Protests
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Madagascar - Residents' Protests
On August 29th, police and protesters clashed in 
Ikongo, Fitovinany Region, Madagascar, leaving 
14 people dead and 29 more injured after 
security forces opened fire on protesting 
residents. Residents protested against the 
abduction of an albino child the week prior. 

Violence erupted when they tried to force their 
way into the police station where the alleged 
kidnappers were being detained. Authorities in 
Madagascar have been known to react harshly 
towards protesters, often using violence to 
disperse crowds.

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
NUMBER OF INCIDENTS BY COUNTRY: 
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On September 16th, Tehran saw the start of a 
series of rallies and demonstrations against the 
Iranian government, known as the Mahsa Amini 
protests. The protests started in response to the 
passing of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Saqqez 
resident who died in police custody. Mahsa 
Amini was allegedly assaulted by Iran's Islamic 
""morality police"" after they accused her of 
wearing an ""improper"" hijab in defiance of the 
country's statute requiring women to cover their 
heads. Amini was assaulted in detention 
resulting in her death, although Iranian police 
have disputed these claims. Initial 
demonstrations against the obligatory hijab, 
primarily spearheaded by women, became a 
nationwide uprising and resulted in the largest 
demonstrations in Iran since 2009. Although 
initially protesting Mahsa Amini's death, Iranians 
rallied for greater freedoms and women's rights 
against the morality police, the Ayatollah, and 
the theocratic system. Additionally, they 
demanded an end to the compulsory hijab. 
Contrary to many previous Iranian marches, this 
one calls for a complete overhaul of the political 
system rather than just minor adjustments. 
Despite widespread demonstrations, Iranian 

government authorities have resisted caving into 
the protestors' demands. Consequently, they 
have used an aggressive strategy to retaliate, 
including shooting live ammunition at protesters 
and shutting down the internet to restrict the 
flow of information about the civil disorder. 

The most violent manifestation of anti-protester 
violence witnessed was in Zahedan, in the Sistan 
and Baluchistan province. Security forces 
opened fire on protesters from inside the station 
house and a circling helicopter. The 
demonstrators were protesting the rape of a 
15-year-old girl by a police chief in Chabahar. 
The estimated number of deaths from this 
incident was 58, with 270 wounded, although 
these figures kept rising. At least 154 people 
have died since the protests started in 
September, and hundreds of women have been 
jailed.

The Iranian security forces have brutally put 
down rallies in the past, including those against 
the rigged elections in 2009, the poor economic 
management in 2017, and the fuel price 
increases in 2019, and this time is no different.

Iran - Mahsa Amini Protests
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In the wake of setbacks in the war in Ukraine, 
Russian authorities authorized the call-up of 
military reservists to bolster forces in occupied 
Ukrainian territories. President Putin signed a 
decree on a ‘partial’ mobilization to call up 
Russian reserves and those that served in the 
armed forces and have required military 
experience for conscription. Officials stated that 
300,000 people would be conscripted; however, 
the number on the decree was redacted and is 
believed to be much larger. 

The reaction to the call-up has been severe, with 
many military-age Russian men looking to flee 
the country to avoid being drafted. Protests 

broke out in multiple cities across the country. 
Russian authorities responded by cracking down 
on the demonstrations and arrested over 2000 
people. There have also been reports of violence 
at military enlistment offices, with people 
committing acts of arson. 

There have also been reports of individuals 
being drafted that do not meet the outlined 
criteria, such as people that are too old, have 
disabilities, or have no military experience. In the 
wake of the protests, Russian authorities have 
admitted to mistakes in the conscription process, 
but the drive to get more soldiers into Ukraine 
remains.

Russia - Military Draft Protests
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On June 27th, in Akron, Ohio, police killed a 
25-year-old black man Jayland Walker, following 
a routine traffic stop that led to a car chase. 
Police officers fired more than 90 times at 
Walker, hitting him 46 times, and he was 
declared dead at the scene. 

Protestors took to the streets soon after the 
shooting, seeing it as another incident of racist 
police violence. The protests began around the 
police station in Akron, which was the site of a 
standoff between protestors and police. The 
rallies continued for days, with police setting up 
barricades as the protests turned more violent. It 
gained momentum after authorities released the 

bodycam footage from the officers involved. 
Due to the property damage caused by 
protestors, the city canceled its 4th of July 
celebrations and implement a nighttime curfew 
from 9 pm to 6 am. 

The protests did not spread across the country, 
like the rallies that followed George Floyd's 
death, but continued in Akron throughout July. 
The city lifted the curfew on July 17th. The 
demonstrations led to the arrest of over 61 
people on charges of rioting, disorderly conduct, 
aggravated riot relating to the assault of a 
bystander, criminal mischief, arson, and 
endangerment.

USA - Jayland Walker Protests
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On Sept. 22nd, an explosion occurred outside 
Mexico's Attorney General's Office, injuring 
police as protesters took to the streets ahead of 
the anniversary of the 2014 disappearance of 43 
students. Most protesters physically assaulted 
officers and threw explosive devices at them. As 
a result, 11 police were injured by firecrackers 
and physical assault. Six of the 43 Mexican 
students who disappeared in 2014 were 
supposedly kept alive in a warehouse for days 
and then given over to the commander of the 
local army base, who gave the order for their 

killings. The army's role in the students' 
disappearance has long been a source of tension 
between the families and the government. There 
were questions about the military's awareness 
of what happened and its possible involvement 
from the beginning. The students' parents 
demanded for years that they be allowed to 
search the army base in Iguala. But it was only in 
2019 that they were given access along with 
Encinas and the Truth Commission. The motive 
remains unclear even eight years later, and their 
bodies have never been found. 

Mexico - Anti Police Protests
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Following a series of hostilities in 2021 between 
the two nations, sporadic border clashes 
between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan resurfaced 
on September 14th, 2022.

The fighting worsened as Tajik forces entered at 
least one Kyrgyz village with tanks, APCs, and 
mortars. The  airport of the Kyrgyz town of 
Batken and surrounding areas were also shelled. 
Both nations laid blame on each other for the 
fighting.  The parties were able to reach an 
agreement on a ceasefire on the night of 
September 16th, although it only lasted for a 
day. 

The border conflict continued over the next two 
days, claiming the lives of over 100 individuals, 
including at least 37 civilians, four of whom were 
children, and leaving hundreds more injured. 

Border guards from Tajik and Kyrgyzstan 
reportedly exchanged gunfire at a contested 
border section, sparking the clashes. The 
fighting has impacted civilian populations in at 
least a dozen communities on both sides of the 
widely undelineated boundary between the two 
countries. 

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan have experienced 
border disputes throughout their thirty years of 
freedom. They must still demarcate about half of 
their 600-mile (970-kilometer) border. Both 
former Soviet Union countries are now part of 
the Russia-led Collective Security Treaty 
Organisation (CSTO), but they regularly have 
escalating tensions. This was the worst flare-up 
between the two Central Asian nations in recent 
years.

Kyrgyzstan vs. Tajikistan - Border Clashes
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On July 2nd, Boko Haram carried out an ambush 
in the mining state of Ajata Aboki in the Shiroro 
local government area, leading to the death of at 
least 48 people. This occured just four days after 
their last clash with the Islamic State's West 
Africa Province (ISWAP) group in Borno State, 
which claimed the lives of 21 militants and left 
many others injured.

The peak of Boko Haram's violence was 
between 2014 – 15. Though the group's activity 
drastically slowed, with at least 6000 insurgents 
surrendering to the Nigerian military in 2021, 
along with being kicked out of several provinces 
in Nigeria. Boko Haram still maintains control 
over Chikun in the Kaduna State and some 
towns in and around the Borno State area, 

where they continue to assault, attack, and 
conduct mass abductions and frequent 
bombings since its establishment in 2002. 

Boko Haram wants to impose Islamic law in 
Nigeria, drive western powers and influence out 
of the country as a motive for their terrorist 
activities.

In 2013, the Nigerian military shut mobile phone 
coverage to halt Boko Haram's IED attacks and 
has since been trying to disrupt other strikes 
carried out by the group with very little success. 
These failures by the government are largely due 
to the country's overall economic instability and 
increasingly high corruption, and as such, Boko 
Haram has remained largely untouched.

Nigeria - Deadly Boko Haram Ambush
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In Ethiopia's southern, western, and northern 
Shewa zones, rebels affiliated with the Oromo 
Liberation Army (OLA) posed a threat to national 
stability. According to the government, there 
have been sporadic bomb attacks and heavy 
clashes between government forces and these 
fighters. Following OLA's alliance with Tigray 
People's Liberation Front (TPLF) in 2021, the 
Ethiopian parliament designated the OLA as a 
terrorist group.  

On July 4th, armed assailants attacked Kellem 
Wollega, Oromia Region, killing more than 150 

people. The Ethiopian government has blamed 
the assault on the Oromo Liberation Army 
(OLA), though no group has officially claimed 
responsibility; the OLA has denied the 
accusations, claiming that government-aligned 
forces carried out the attack. The Amharas 
people made up the majority of those killed. 
Over the coming days, a heightened security 
presence will be deployed in the affected area. 
Furthermore, sources indicate that Kellem 
Wollega will probably see similar attacks soon. 

Ethiopia - Militants attack
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19Ukraine - Missile Attack
Ukrainian authorities indicated that at least ten 
people were killed and several others wounded 
in a missile strike that hit civilian infrastructure in 
the Odesa Oblast region on July 1st. Ukrainian 
forces have managed to reclaim the territory 

that Russia previously occupied. However, they 
continue to see almost daily shelling and missile 
attacks from Russia, targeting civilian 
infrastructure and ambushing humanitarian 
relief efforts. 
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On Saturday, July 30th, the President of 
Guatemala, Alejandro Giammattei, narrowly 
escaped an armed attack along with his 
entourage. He was traveling through the 
northwestern part of Huehuetenango, near the 
Mexico border, when shooters fired at the 
Guatemalan state head. 

On this day, soldiers were working at a highway 
checkpoint to fortify the area before the 
President visited La Laguna. The gunfire broke 
out when President Giammattei's car 
approached the checkpoint. Personnel of the 
Guatemalan army halted the vehicle that came 
towards the location. Once the vehicle's 
occupants detected the presence of armed 
military personnel, they opened fire. The 
National Guards retaliated after shots were fired 
directly at the President, which resulted in a 

bullet hitting a Mexican civilian. The 
perpetrators evaded the location in the direction 
of the Mexican border. 
  
The gunfire on the Presidential entourage came 
shortly after the detainment of Guatemalan 
journalist Jose Ruben Zamora, the founder of El 
Periodical's publication, which was confiscated 
after police raided his office. An award-winning 
journalist, Zamora, a staunch critic of the 
incumbent Guatemalan government, was 
arrested on probable money laundering charges. 
The arrest of Zamora is the latest move by 
Guatemalan authorities to crush political dissent 
and attempts to expose corruption in the 
Guatemalan government. Last month, the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
enlisted Guatemala in violation of serious human 
rights, an accusation that President Giammattei 
denies. 

Guatemala - Attempted Assassination
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Heavy rainfall in August has caused suffering in 
Indonesia's western and eastern regions. 
Reports claim at least three casualties from 
floods and landslides in West Papua Province on 
New Guinea Island. Reports also suggest that 
the flooding has impacted more than 35,000 
people in the provinces of Sumatra Island.

Numerous sub-districts in Sorong City in West 
Papua  suffered from heavy rain, which resulted 
in flooding and landslides. From August 21st to 
24th, nearly 600mm of rain fell in the city. 
According to reports, 1,025 houses were 
destroyed, and 2,000 people were forced to 
evacuate their homes and seek refuge in relief 
camps or stay with friends and relatives. 
Disaster authorities stated that three people 
died, and over ten were injured. 

In addition to assisting with evacuations, the 
Sorong Regional Disaster Management Agency 
(BPBD) allocated relief supplies and executed 
clean-up procedures and damage evaluations.

Heavy rainfall also caused damage to Sumatra 
Island, resulting in flooding and landslides. 
Afflicted regions consist of Bengkulu City in 
Bengkulu Province, Deli Serdang and Asahan 
Regencies, and Binjai and Medan in North 
Sumatra Province. In 24 hours, 154mm of rain 
fell in Bengkulu City, causing floods that 
impacted over 5,000 people. Flooding hit 
Asahan Regency and Binjai City, affecting 
around 9,000 people.

Floods hit sections of Medan City and wrecked 
more than 6,000 buildings, and impacted over 
25,000 people. Simultaneously, it was reported 
that approximately 2500 people in Deli Serdang 
Regency were also affected. 

Indonesia - Floods & Landslides
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Since the heavy rainfall commenced in August, 
floods have displaced thousands of people and 
killed more than 100 in at least four local 
government areas in Jigawa State. Sankara, 
Karnaya, Birnin Kudu were notably damaged. 
Multiple families lost their homes, livestock, and 
farmlands. The flooding has also demolished 
infrastructures such as dams, bridges, and roads.

Most notably, the floods destroyed a bridge in 
the Gwaram Local Government Area. The bridge 
is a crucial asset because it is situated on the 
highway that binds the area to communities in 
Kano State and portions of the Northeast 
region. Additionally, the main bridge  in the 
Birnin Kudu Local Government Area also 
collapsed due to  flooding. Subsequently, there is 
no road from Birnin Kudu to Bauchi State.

Residents in the Karnaya community reported 
that over 500 structures and houses were 
washed away by the flooding. Reports also state 
that residents sought refuge at filling stations 
and a school in the community. The Sankara 
community suffered the submersion of a 
highway that connects Babura, Garki, Kazaure, 
Gwiwa, and Yankawashi councils. Additional 
reports suggest that more than a thousand 
houses have crumbled, and farmlands and crops 
have been ravaged.

The Executive Secretary of State Emergency 
Management Agency (SEMA) reported that the 
flood wrecked more than 57,000 houses and 
displaced at least 100,000 people in the state.

Nigeria - Floods
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A heavy rainstorm in early August caused floods 
and landslides in 26 of Iran's provinces, killing 95 
people, leaving 200 people missing, and injuring 
many more. Iranian authorities provided relief 
services to more than 78,000 flood victims, 
moved 3,562 people to safer areas, and offered 
emergency shelters to more than 11,212 people.

Iranian officials stated that at least 45 people are 
still missing in Tehran and three other provinces 
following the floods- marking these floods and 
landslides as some of the deadliest in the 
province. In the southern region of Fars, around 
the end of June, twenty-two tourists were killed 
due to flash flooding along the dried-up Roudbal 
river. The province of Mazandaran has also been 
hit hard, with officials reporting significant 
damage to some historical parts of the city of 
Yazd.

The flooding has also caused significant 
property damage.  Over 1,428 villages across 

Iran were  covered in water, more than 20,000 
homes were destroyed, and 162 transportation 
routes were affected. 
 
According to the minister of agriculture, the 
monsoon rains have caused more than $200 
million in damages in the agriculture sector.

One advantage of the downpours has been that 
dams and reservoirs across the country, 
especially in dry provinces such as Fars, Kerman 
and Sistan, and Balochistan, have increased their 
stored water levels.

Iran has, in recent years, been battling droughts 
that have been unprecedented in decades. It has 
also experienced floods, a product of extreme 
weather events that scientists have warned are 
exaggerated by climate change.

Iran Floods - August  3rd, 2022
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On July 26th, officials  declared a state of 
emergency in Russia's well-known city of Sochi, 
due to 3 days of severe weather causing flash 
floods, and landslides.

According to the city's mayor, in just an hour, 76 
mm had fallen, causing rivers to break their 
banks. Reports indicated that the flooding killed 
at least one person, more than 400 people were 
displaced, and over 250 homes and 60 vehicles 
were damaged.

The region has seen numerous floods since June 
this year. Just a few days prior, authorities also 

reported that  111 properties were flooded in 
the municipality of Slavyansky district, 
Krasnodar Krai. The East Dagomys River broke 
its banks near Sochi after experiencing  86 mm 
of rain in 1 hour. 

Russian and German scientists conducted a 
study in 2015 that found that the increase in 
floods was a result of warmer sea temperatures 
in the Black Sea region. The warmer sea surface 
temperatures can cause an increase in 
precipitation intensity; in some instances, over 
300%.

Russia Floods - July 26th, 2022
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27Hurricane Ian
On Wednesday, September 28th, Hurricane Ian 
slammed southwest Florida. The vicious storm 
made its first US landfall on Florida's west coast 
with ferocious winds topping 150 mph, making 
Ian just shy of a Category 5 major hurricane. 

According to local weather stations, Ian ranks as 
the third-highest storm to produce 10-plus 
inches of rain in 24 hours since 2005. 

Most fatalities have been reported in Florida, 
specifically in Lee County, where popular barrier 
islands like Pineand Sanibel were wrecked by the 
storm surge and mighty wind as Ian came 
ashore, cutting them off from the mainland and 
complicating rescue operations.

In an effort to escape the floodwaters, people 
waited on top of roofs or in attics for rescue 
crews, while others used kayaks to evacuate. 
Water levels have slowly dropped in the days 

after Ian's landfall, but now streets are filled with 
debris and people's belongings, and homes 
across the state have been deemed unlivable.

Ian caused significant damage to Florida's power 
grid. In the immediate aftermath, outages 
climbed to more than 2.5 million in the state. 
There has been a gradual improvement since 
Hurricane Ian hit.

The Florida National Guard has rescued more 
than 2500 people as ongoing search and rescue 
operations continue. Ian was a devastating 
storm, rescue efforts are still underway, and 
recovery could take months and perhaps billions 
of dollars.

President Joe Biden continued to pledge federal 
support for Florida, saying Hurricane Ian is 
"likely to rank among the worst … in the nation's 
history."
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28Mexico earthquake - September 22
A forceful earthquake with a magnitude 6.8 hit 
Mexico on September 22nd, resulting in at least 
two casualties, damaged infrastructure, and 
landslides along the highways of Michoacan. The 
quake struck three days after a 7.6-magnitude 
earthquake rocked western and central Mexico. 
This earthquake struck on the anniversary of the 
1985 and 2017 earthquakes, making it the 3rd to 
hit on the same date. 

According to the US Geological Survey, the 
earthquake was concentrated close to the 
Pacific coast. Its reported epicenter was 
approximately 29 miles (46.7 km) southwest of 
Anguilla, Michoacan, with a depth of roughly 15 
miles (24.1 km). Michoacan's state government 
expressed that the earthquake's impact could be 
felt throughout Colima, Jalisco, and Guerreros 
states.
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